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When Los Angeles Times labor reporter Nancy Cleeland, a recipient of the Pulitzer Prize, took a buyout in 2011, she regretted that the paper had become "increasingly anti-union in its editorial policy." Her editors were uninterested in how low-wage immigrant labor and income inequality were reshaping Southern California-and obsessed with crime and celebrity. "Labor journalism is dying," is a refrain sometimes heard these days.
Perhaps-but as becomes clear across this special issue, the fortunes of labor and its chroniclers tend to wax and wane together. Just as historians have always leaned upon journalism for the proverbial first draft of history, so too labor itself has always drawn sustenance, and always will, from those working the labor beat. 
